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Testing with Screen Readers



Screen Reader Demo



Testing with Screen Readers
Putting it into practice

MacOS users can turn on VoiceOver. 

Windows users can install NVDA free or try Narrator.

Experience your content using the screen reader.



Focus (Tab) Order, Reading 
Order, and Headings



Focus (Tab) Order vs. 
Reading Order?



Focus Order in PowerPoint



Structure and Headings



Which hyperlink approach is best?

1. To access and download the Build Capable Accessibility Primer, 
click here.

2. Build Capable Accessibility Primer: 
https://www.buildcapable.com/accessibility-primer/

3. Access and download the Build Capable Accessibility Primer.

https://www.buildcapable.com/accessibility-primer/
https://www.buildcapable.com/accessibility-primer/
https://www.buildcapable.com/accessibility-primer/


Is it okay to use ALL CAPS?



Focus (Tab) Order, Reading Order, and Headings
Putting it into practice

Check the tab and focus order when creating content.

Verify that all content is formatted appropriately (e.g., apply 
heading levels versus formatted text).

Use descriptive text when sharing hyperlinks.

Avoid using all caps unless intentional (acronyms).



Alternative Text and Image 
Descriptions



Missing Alt Text Example: page load error

Text Description automatically generated.



Page load error example with alt text added

Children playing near a pond 
in the park on a sunny day.



example

https://live.staticflickr.com/4837/30840158067_7725fddf0a_b.jpg

https://live.staticflickr.com/4837/30840158067_7725fddf0a_b.jpg


Alt Text in PowerPoint



Alt text in Word



AI-Generated Alt Text?



Accessibility Ally GPT



Alternative Text and Image Descriptions
Putting it into practice

Add alt text of 1-2 sentences to be used by assistive devices 
such as screen readers.

Add image descriptions as a standalone in a caption, separate 
page, or within the surrounding content.



Color and Contrast



“What is the most challenging 
thing about having color 

blindness?”



Traffic light example 1



Traffic light example 2

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://www.flickr.com/photos/telemax/2788591239/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Traffic light example 3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-
background-cars

http://www.flickr.com/photos/telemax/2788591239/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-background-cars
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-background-cars


Traffic light example 3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-
background-cars

http://www.flickr.com/photos/telemax/2788591239/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-background-cars
https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3299132/free-photo-image-traffic-light-background-cars


Color Blindness: Question Feedback Example 1



Color Blindness: Question Feedback Example 2

https://pilestone.com/pages/color-blindness-simulator-1

https://pilestone.com/pages/color-blindness-simulator-1


Color Blindness: Question Feedback Example 3



image?

Poor Design
A course about what not to do.



Improve Color Contrast

Design for All
A course about designing for people.



What About Hyperlinks?
Text

Normal: #3344dd

Hover/Focus/Active: #b50010

Visited: #804180

https://webaim.org/blog/wcag-2-0-and-link-colors/

https://webaim.org/blog/wcag-2-0-and-link-colors/


Color and Contrast
Putting it into practice

Check your content for different types of color blindness.

Do not rely on color alone – add other descriptors.

Check the color contrast of colors layered on top of each 
other.

Verify that hyperlink color states have sufficient contrast.



Closed Captions, Audio 
Descriptions, and Transcripts



Automatic Closed Captions: Who is talking?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udKE1ksKWDE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udKE1ksKWDE


Audio Description Versions of Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgfICec18Gw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgfICec18Gw


AI-Generated Captions and 
Transcripts?



Creating Transcripts

https://descript.com

https://descript.com/


Closed Captions, Audio Descriptions, Transcripts
Putting it into practice

Add closed captions to all videos with option to toggle on/off.

Do not rely on auto captions.

Evaluate when to describe sounds in captions and transcripts.

Determine if an audio description version of the video is 
needed.

Include a transcript.



Wrap-Up



Design for All Recap

Testing with Screen Readers

Tab and Focus Order, Structure, and Headings

Alternative Text and Image Descriptions

Color and Contrast

Closed Captions, Audio Descriptions, and Transcripts



Contact Information
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